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My Ministry journey began with studying Divinity at 
Edinburgh University and thereafter I was Inducted 
and Ordained into my first charge (Candlish Wynd 
United Free Church of Scotland)  in Govanhill, 
Glasgow.
 
During my time as Minister I was involved with  
The Well Centre (at that time run by the Church 
of Scotland):  worked with the local community, 
including being Chaplain of Victoria Primary School, Govanhill:  Netherlee 
Primary School  Netherlee, Glasgow: and Isabel Mair Special Needs School, 
Williamwood, Glasgow. I have been a Chaplain to Police Scotland, formerly 
Strathclyde Police, for 21 years.

Have served as Moderator of Glasgow Presbytery and been Interim 
Moderator of various congregations over the years.

After leaving Parish Ministry I was employed as Chaplain with NHS Greater 
Glasgow and Clyde working at the Southern General Hospital  (now Queen 
Elizabeth University Hospital)  from where I retired.   During my time there I 
was responsible for the Spiritual and Religious needs of Patients, Relatives, 
Staff and visitors.  I did Induction Training for all new staff and was also 
responsible for the Pastoral Care of New Nurses, Doctors who came from 
abroad.

At present I serve on two Committees.
(a) Church and Society General Assembly Committee, representing it on 
SCHA (Scottish Churches Housing Action) for homelessness: 
(b) Reshaping and Mission Committee within Glasgow Presbytery.

In late October 2017 my husband Cameron and I moved to Tweedsmuir to 
build a new house, (our dream home)!!!!  He has been my rock during all of 
my Ministry and no doubt will continue to be so during my time with you 
as temporary Locum. I am delighted to have been asked to take over from 
Tony for the next 6-9 months within the Parishes of Upper Tweeddale and 
look forward to this exciting journey with you all.

Update: Rev Dr. Tony Foley was accepted as a Church of Scotland Minister in October 
and has now taken up a 9 month familiarisation appointment at Peebles Old Parish 
Church. We wish him well and thank him for his tremendous work whilst with us.

CHURCH’S VISION STATEMENT
The vision of the Church of Scotland is to be a
Church which seeks to inspire the people of
Scotland and beyond with the good news of

Jesus Christ through enthusiastic worshipping,
witnessing, nurturing and serving communities

UPPER TWEEDDALE WEBSITE
www.uppertweeddale.org.uk    Charity No. SC0014617

@parishesofuppertweeddale

SUNDAY SERVICES
Tweedsmuir 10am      Broughton 10am
Stobo 11.30am        Skirling 11.30am

Communion will be celebrated in: 
Broughton & Skirling Sunday 10th February, and 7th April
Tweedsmuir & Stobo Sunday 13th January, and 3rd March

Cover Photo: Ollie Worthington, age 8.
Photos by: Bob Hunter, Neil Robinson, Christine Parker, Peter Worthington

Welcome to Ann Purdie our New Locum
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I am delighted to undertake the position 
of acting Head Teacher of Broughton and 
Newlands Primary schools. I have moved 
from Aberlady Primary, in East Lothian 
and have come home!

I truly feel that I have ‘came home’. I 
started teaching in 1997 and my first 
teaching position was at Broughton 
Primary. I joined the same day as Mr 
Wilson, the first joint Head Teacher in 
Scotland. It was a moment for both of us. Since returning I have been 
overwhelmed by the collegiality displayed by pupils, staff, parents 
and members of the wider school community to ensure success is 
being achieved at all levels. This reflects my belief that it takes a 
village/community to raise a child. With this in the forefront of our 
minds we look forward to working with you in the future.

The Fourth Annual Harvest Supper
In the early evening of Saturday 29th September around eighty 
people gathered in Broughton Village Hall for what has become our 
traditional Harvest Supper.

The supper was much enjoyed as usual with local gardens contributing 
apples and plums to provide tasty fruit crumbles for pudding.

Musical entertainment was provided by Rebecca O’Brien and John 
Melrose whose traditional numbers were greatly appreciated.    
Stramash, the ukulele group from Peebles were welcomed back and 
led us all in some spirited singing.

The evening would not be complete without one of Neil Robinson’s 
fiendish quizzes which truly tested all sorts of corners of general 
knowledge.   All of those responsible for the food and entertainment, 
and Christine Parker who ran the children’s table, were warmly 
thanked by Rev Tony Foley when he was able to escape from dish 
washing duty.

An excellent evening and on top of all that £420 was raised for the 
Farmer’s Benevolent Society.

Isobel Hunter 

Welcome to Carn Peaston 
our New Acting Head

Mike Little Plumber

Phone: 01896 870 655 or  07927 344 184 
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Upper Tweeddale Remember 
Armistice Centenary

In 2014 to mark the beginning of the 1st World 
War, crosses with the names of the fallen were 
displayed in Broughton Church and remained 
there until this year.. They were then distributed 
to the relevant Parish, and Tweedsmuir displayed 
theirs outside the Kirk.

Walk to and Service at the site of Stobo Pow Camp: 11 November 
2018 
Stobs Prisoner of War (POW) Camp near Hawick was one of the largest 
POW Camps in the first World War, holding 4,000 soldiers and internees.    
The size of the camp led to several satellite camps being built, one of 
which was overlooking the Tweed at Stobo. The camp opened in July 
1916 and was operational through to May 1919. The POWs were used 
mainly as forestry labour felling the trees and working at the nearby 
sawmills to provide the wood for the trenches which was in great 
demand.  

Around 120 German POWs were based in Stobo, mostly seamen from 
the Blucher and Gneisenau and various submarines.  Huts were erected 
to house the POWs and Dr Clement Bryce Gunn, who had Stobo POW 
Camp on his patch, reported that the POWs ‘in the main look cheerful, 
healthy and well fed’.  

The good health of the POWs contrasted with the state of the guards.  
Dr Gunn reported that the guard consisted ‘for the most part of aged, 
decrepit, white-haired “dug-outs” – the only men the country can now 
spare for the job … most suffer from lumbago and sciatica as well as 

“Anno Domini” … I asked one the other day his age, he replied “Military 
age 60, but I’m 79”’.

There in nothing left of the POW Camp but a commemorative engraved 
stone marks the spot of the Camp

On Sunday 11th November, a group of over forty met outside Stobo 
Village Hall and then walked to the site of the former POW Camp.  
The Rev Calum Macdougall (from Peebles Old) was joined by the Rev 
Tony Foley (locum Minister to the Parishes of Upper Tweeddale) and 
the Rev Verena Jantzen (pastor to the German speaking congregations 
in Scotland) and conducted a very brief service of reconciliation and 
thanksgiving for end of the war at the stone.

The setting was perfect: a mild autumnal day with no rain nor wind; 
the larch needles were golden brown against the light grey sky and it 
was wonderfully peaceful.  The Rev Macdougall welcomed all, then Rev 
Foley gave a biblical reading and the Rev Verena Jantzen said a prayer 
of peace and reconciliation after which the hand of peace was shared 
by everyone.  This was a very special moment given the context and the 
calmness and quietness of the location with only the burble of the River 
Tweed and birdsong being heard 100 years to the day when the guns 
fell silent.  Rev Jantzen read a poem by Wilhelm Klemm called The Battle 
of the Marne both in German and English and Rev Macdougall read the 
poem ‘To Germany’ by the Scot Charles Hamilton Sorley.  Sorley had 
studied in Germany after school and gave up his University place to 
enlist in 1914 being killed a year later during the battle of Loos.

A candle of reconciliation was lit by the three ministers and the 
service concluded with prayers and a blessing by Rev Foley.  It was a 
very meaningful occasion.

Andrew Campbell

On the 11th November  the Church Bells were rung in each of the Parishes at 
12.30. This coincided with bells  being rung throughout  Europe to commemorate 

the 100th Anniversary of the Armistice
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Broughton Shop Update
The September Community News (distributed to the community 
along with the last edition of Kirk Matters) included an invitation 
from the Broughton Shop Development Group (BSDG) to a public 
meeting on 12th September to present some of the group’s plans 
for re-establishing a shop in Broughton. Over 200 people came to 
the meeting, filling the village hall to capacity, and delivering a clear 
mandate to the BSDG committee to press on with its current policies. 
These are, in summary:

•  To form a Community Benefit Society (CBS)

•  To buy the shop with the aid of grant money from the Scottish Land 
Fund (SLF)

•  For the CBS to issue Community Shares and to pursue other grant 
aid to complete purchase, stocking, and staffing the shop.

We are currently engaged in active negotiations with the owner 
to agree a suitable price for the premises. At every stage of the 
negotiation the group has kept a keen eye on both feasibility within 
a reasonable timescale and value for money. 

We have been delighted by the high level of public support. Over 
250 people have engaged with BSDG in a variety of different ways, 
by becoming members, by pledging to buy shares, by filling in the 
on-line survey, or simply by emailing a letter of support. When the 
Community Benefit Society is 
established, every single person 
on our database will be invited 
either to become a member 
of this new organisation by 
buying shares, or to register 
as a supporter if you do not 
wish to buy shares. The level 
of investment is kept strictly 
confidential, and each member 
has one vote in the running of the 
CBS, regardless of shareholding.
Further news can be found on our 
website http://broughtonvillagestore.
co.uk/ , which also includes contact 
details. Alternatively I am happy to be 
emailed on christopher@chapelgill.
co.uk

What is on the Christmas lunch table?
Dispatching drums (9,7)

Surplus strobes  (7,7)

Okay turrets (5,6)

Sort car (7)

As a spotter too (5,8)

A bad rescue (5,5)

Fun gifts (8)

At pink blessing (4,2,8)

Rubbed tyrant (6,6)

A bears currency (9,5)

Men sip ice (5,4)

Often below it (6,2,4)

Answers on page 13

Domestic, Commercial &
 Industrial Installations

Security Lighting & Alarms

Electric Showers
House Rewires

Portable Appliance Testing

Unit 2, Lindsaylands Road 
Biggar ML126EQ

SBSA Registered Self-Certifier

Tel: 01899 220160  Moblie: 07860 750982
Fax: 01899 220160

Email: nacelectrics@aol.com
Website: www.nacelectrics.com

Proprietor: N Curatolo All Works Guaranteed
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Progress on the Polytunnell

Advent Discussion Group This year we will be discussing  Tom Wright‘s 
book  Advent for Everyone, a Journey with the Apostles.   We meet in 
Skirling Village Hall on Thursday 29th November, Thursday 6th December, 
Thursday 13th December and Wednesday 19th December at 7:30pm. 
Come and join us for one evening or all four, you will find interesting 
discussion, maybe some lively debate and a warming cuppa.  

Biggar Singers Christmas Concert is on Saturday 1st December in St 
Mary's Hall, North Back Road at 7.30pm. 
This year our concert is entirely Christmas carols & songs and readings with 
lots of audience participation. 
It would be great to see you there joining us in this Christmas celebration. 
Tickets £10 at the door, which includes wine and nibbles after the concert.

Christmas Craft Fair – Friday 7th December 6.30 to 8.30pm Broughton 
Village Hall
Evening starts at 6pm with switching on of the Christmas Lights at the 
school, followed by the garage and then the village hall.  Come along and 
browse the craft stalls, have a go at the tombola, enjoy a hot drink and visit 
Santa’s Grotto, entrance by donation.

Gift Services in each of our churches -  Sunday December 9th   
A chance to gift something to those who have little at Christmas. Gifts for 
all ages welcome, unwrapped please, separate wrapping paper is a bonus.  
The Parishes of Upper Tweeddale support two charities with gifts.
Warm clothing and toys will go to Edinburgh The Old Kirk and Muirhouse 
to be distributed in the West Pilton area of Edinburgh.   There is a hostel in 
the parish for young people (16yrs to 25yrs) who find themselves homeless. 
Gift vouchers are particularly appreciated for young people supported by 
the Borders Young Carers Trust.  We sent over £400 of Store Gift Cards last 
year which enable the young carers to choose their own gift.

Skirling Lunch Club Christmas Lunch – Thursday 6th December 12.30pm 
Skirling Village Hall
The Fifth Annual Christmas Lunch, home-cooked Turkey with all the 
trimmings followed by Christmas Pudding or Trifle.
Just £3.50 for adults, £2.00 for children under 11 years or donation..  Good 
food, good fun, good value, let Sheila know if you plan to come along 
kirkbrae@btinternet.com or 01899 860 287.

What’s happening in Upper Tweeddale over the  Christmas Season
Broughton Choral Society - Christmas Concert, Saturday 8th December at 
7.30pm, Broughton Village Hall.
Tickets £10 including Mulled Wine and Mince Pies. - see page 8 for more details

Playgroup Christmas Show – Wednesday 12th December 10.30am 
Banana’s Playroom Broughton
Bananas invite family, friends and neighbours to join our 3 and 4 year olds 
as they present their Christmas Show in the Banana’s Playroom. 

An evening of Carol Singing, Mince Pies and Mulled Wine – Thursday 20th 
December
In Skirling Village Hall from 6.30pm to 8pm a Family Carol Singing evening 
homemade mince pies, spicy mulled wine or apple juice, what’s not to like.

Broughton Primary School end of term service – Friday 21st December 
1.15pm Broughton Kirk 
An open invitation to the community to join the school in this Christmas 
end of term service.

A Traditional Candelit Service of Carols and Readings – Sunday 23rd 
December 6.30pm to 7.30pm Drumelzier Church
An atmospheric and traditional service of carols and readings in the candlelit 
church.   Remember to bring a torch to light your way there and back, no 
street lights here.

A Candlelit Service of Carols and Readings – Christmas Eve  December 
24th 6.30pm to 7.30pm Tweedsmuir Church
You will need your torch again as you approach Tweedsmuir Kirk for a 
Christmas Eve service with children reading the well-known Christmas 
lessons from scripture, and families singing a mix of traditional and modern 
carols bathed in candlelight.

Christmas Morning Family Service -  Tuesday 25th December 11am Stobo 
Church
Children please bring along a favourite Christmas Gift, grown-ups too if 
you like.  There will be carols aplenty to sing as we celebrate the happy 
morn, the birth of the Christ child.
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Pastoral Update
Christenings
August 26th 2018 
Grace Godfrey
Daughter of Ann and Wayne Godfrey.

Weddings
September 22nd 2018
Daughter of Peter and Caroline Ferguson-Smyth
Megan Christian Ferguson-Smyth 
Alan Desmond Horner

Funerals
We offer deepest sympathy to the families of those who have died 
recently assuring them of our prayers.

Funeral in Skirling Kirk on Saturday 6th October 2018
Followed by internment in Skirling Churchyard 
Katie Scott - aged 88 years
Long term resident of Skirling, latterly of Greenhills Care Home, 
Biggar, beloved mother of Ian and George Scott 
Died 1st October 2018

Funeral at Borders Crematorium on Friday 26th October
Followed by Service in Biggar Kirk 
Yvonne Gardner – aged 53 years
Skirling resident and long term employee at Stobo Castle
Beloved wife of Andrew, mother of Kelly and Greig and Beth’s nana
Died 20th October 2018

A poem read at Katie Scott’s funeral that holds a lesson for us all

The Slippy Stane
Wauk canny through this weary wirld an pick yer steps wi’care
An nivver wi’ yir neeboors quarrel bit aye dae whit is fair
Fowks fa’ an nivver rise again wha nivver fell afore
There’s aye a wee bit slippy stane at everybody’s door
There’s aye a wee bit slippy stane at everybody’s door

Service and Haggis Lunch
Sunday 29th January 2019
In January this year we started a new tradition 
of a Haggis Lunch: a short service for all the 
parishes in Broughton Village Hall followed 
by haggis, neeps and tatties for everyone. 
Some of the children entertained us with 
Burns’s   poems  and we had some musical 
entertainment too. Everyone enjoyed it so 
much we’re doing it again this January. So put it in your diaries and 
come and share a Burns Supper with a difference. You’ll be made 
very welcome. Service starts at 11am followed by lunch. 

Christmas Lunch Table Answers
Christmas pudding
brussel sprouts
roast turkey
carrots
roast potatoes
bread sauce
stuffing
pigs in blankets
brandy butter
cranberry sauce
mince pies
bottle of wine

Interior & Exterior Painting & Decorating
Spray Painting Wallpaper Hanging Fully Insured
 T: 07709323125 E: info@patdecor.co.uk
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Broughton,  By Biggar,  ML12 6HQ 
hillhousegallery.com  Tel: 07768 690069 

Contemporary Art 

Artisan Crafts 

Picture Framing 

Tues-Sun 10.30-17.00	

DAVID CAMPBELL
Your Local Handyman

Available for most home maintenance and DIY jobs, 
small construction projects and hedge trimming

01899 830317/ 07531109530
handimandave@yahoo.com

Celebration of retirement of Betty and Jessie 
Eastland from active eldership in Skirling Church.
A somewhat clumsy title for what turned out to be a joyous church 
service in Skirling Kirk followed by an equally enjoyable lunch party 
in Skirling Village Hall.

Our four churches combined for a joint service 
and were also joined by several returning 
worshippers including Rev Rachel Dobie and Rev 
Ronnie Blakey, sadly Rev Ian Rennie could not be 
with us but he did send a lovely letter for Betty 
and Jessie’s memory book.

The singing of the sister’s choice of the Hymn ‘Will your anchor hold’ 
nearly lifted the roof.   The sermon was based around their favourite 
readings, the 23rd psalm and 1 Corinthians 13 “So faith, hope, and 
love remain, but the greatest of these is love”

Some sixty people then headed over to the village hall for lunch where 
there was a magnificent array of puddings provided by congregation 
members – as someone remarked it is amazing how many different 
puddings can fit in one small bowl!

A special cake, a book of memories, flowers and a speech from Rev 
Ronnie Blakey and the celebration was complete when Betty stood 
to thank all of those present for a truly special day for her and her 
sister.

Who was in the stable at Christmas?
c s h f d c x p s j h f g r n 
a i n m q m i h f p f p q m e 
t n d e p r e p e e k n n i m 
t k g f k p b s u c s k r n e 
l k u e h c o a a b x u z p s 
e i p e l j i m a t i g s b i 
p g r o e s e h l g c i a e w 
p d y b q l n b c p e e h s j 
s e r y s z q o n g j i b q j 
v a a j m v d w t i d m f b u 
o i m t x b d o n k e y o b v 
x k a u a q l y a k d j n z l 
n o a r d i z v r w e a z q g 
g d o g e t w l g v f x t a q 
s a z o v k j g m p k j q s m 

angels
camels
cattle
chickens
dog

donkey
goat
innkeeper
jesus
joseph

mary
sheep
shepherds
wisemen
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Faye Hewitson - Age 10.

We wish you all a Merry Christmas 
and  Happy New Year.

12 reasons why I don’t go to football 
games anymore 

1. Every time I went, they asked me for money.
2. The people sitting in my row didn’t seem very friendly.
3. The seats were very hard.
4. The manager never came to speak to me after the game.
5. The referees made decisions I didn’t agree with.
6. I was sitting with hypocrites, plastic fans —they only came to 

complain about the scarfs other people were wearing!
7. Some games went into overtime and I was late getting home.
8. The fans sang  songs I had never heard before.
9. The games are scheduled on the only day I have to sleep in 

and run errands.
10. My parents took me to too many games when I was growing 

up and I hated it.
11. I read a book on football and I now feel that I know more than 

the managers and players anyway.
12. I don’t want to take my children because I want them when 

they are older to be able to choose for themselves what sport 
they like best.

Do any of these reasons sound oddly familiar to anyone?

The Laurel Bank in Broughton
Tea Room  Bistro  Bar

Tel: 01899 830462
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PARISHES OF UPPER TWEEDDALE
Locum:
Rev Ann Purdie, Hillhall, Tweedsmuir.
Tel: 01899 880274 Email: revannpurdie@btopenworld.com

Secretary to the General Kirk Session and Skirling Session Clerk:
Mrs. Isobel Hunter, Skirling House, Skirling ML126HD
Tel:01899 860274  Email: isobel@skirlinghouse.com

Treasurer of the funds held jointly:
Mr. John Burnett, Glenholm Cottage, Broughton, ML126JF
Tel:01899 830303  Email: john@glenholm.co.uk

Interim Moderator:
Rev Calum Macdougall, The Manse, 7 Clement Gunn Square, Peebles EH45 8LW
Tel: 01721 720568  Email: MMacdougall@churchofscotland.org.uk

Broughton, Glenholm and Kilbucho
Session Clerk:
Mrs Pat Middlemas, Ninth Acre Broughton, ML12 6HQ 
Tel: 01899 830366

Treasurer:
Mr Peter Worthington, Calzeat House, Broughton ML12 6HQ
Tel:  01899 830489   Email: Peter.worthington@me.com

Skirling
Session Clerk:
Mrs. Isobel Hunter, Skirling House, Skirling ML126HD
Tel:01899 860274  Email: isobel@skirlinghouse.com

Treasurer:
Mr Peter Worthington, Calzeat House, Broughton ML12 6HQ
Tel:  01899 830489   Email: Peter.worthington@me.com

Stobo and Drumelzier
Session Clerk:
Mrs Jane Gillham, 8 Gallow Hill, Peebles EH45 9BG
Tel:01721 720910  Email:  Jane_gillham@hotmail.com

Treasurer:
Mr. Andrew Campbell,Glebe House, Stobo Peebles EH458NU
Tel:01721 760252  Email: fandac@btinternet.com

Tweedsmuir
Session Clerk:
Mr Digby Welch, Polmood,Tweedsmuir ML12 6QP
Tel:01899 880325  Email:digby.welch10@btinternet.com

Treasurer:
Mrs Marion Wood, Kingledores, Tweedsmuir, ML12 6QL  
Tel:01899 880273  Email: kingledores@btconnect.com

Home	 to	 Whitmuir	 Restaurant,	 Organic	 Farm	 Shop,	
Dancing	 Light	 Art	 Gallery,	 Daisy	 Frame	 Picture	 Framing,	
Quercus	 Plant	 Nursery,	 Gladstone	 Bag	 Antiques,	 Fairy	Walk	 and	 so	
much	 more.	 Something	 for	 everyone.	 Open	 7	 days	 a	 week.	
We	look	forward	to	welcoming	you…	

www.whitmuirtheorganicplace.co.uk 															www.dancinglightgallery.co.uk						
www.gladstonebag.shop 	www.quercusgardenplants.co.uk	

“For the times they are a-changin” – Bob Dylan
A few weeks ago the Church of Scotland formally welcomed me 
into ministry but with the unfortunate proviso that I leave Upper 
Tweeddale and go somewhere else, namely Peebles, to “learn the 
trade”. Sadly that time has come and yesterday November 18 was 
my last day as locum minister. In saying goodbye I feel a bit like 
Winnie the Pooh, my kid’s favourite story character, when he says, 
“How lucky am I to have been among folk that make saying goodbye 
so hard”. Being a minister among you was never a job of work it was 
always, always a genuine joy. Each and all of you were easy to be 
with and easy to love. All of you have been and will continue to be in 
my daily prayers. Thankfully your new minister, Rev Ann Purdie, is the 
genuine article and a real gift to the parishes of Upper Tweeddale. 
So while I wish you and yours a very happy Christmas I also bid you 
all (for now) adieu.

 Rev Dr Tony Foley



www.stobocastle.co.uk 
Tel: 01721 725300    reservations@stobocastle.co.uk
Stobo Castle Health Spa, Stobo, Peeblesshire EH45 8NY

The Gift Voucher
The Perfect Christmas Present

Half  Day Visit
Including:

Lunch or Afternoon Tea

From £65
Relaxing Spa Day

Including:
2 Treatments & Lunch

From £115

Voted 

“Best Destination Spa in
 the UK” 

at the Good Spa Guide Awards 2018


