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Mike Little Plumber

Dear Friends,
I am delighted to write a few paragraphs for this issue of Kirk
Matters. Since Bob Milne retired three years ago I’ve been
privileged to serve as Interim Moderator in our four parishes. In
that role my involvement has not been on a day-to-day hands-on
basis, so much as chairing meetings, supporting the congregations
in the vacancy and, on behalf of the Presbytery, making sure that
life in our churches continues as much as possible as normal during
the present vacancy.
At the end of March we bade farewell John Smith who has served
us so well as Locum over the past year. John has found a place
Callum and his wife Janet on
in the affections of many of us, particularly through his visits
the occasion of his retiral
to people at home and in hospital and in his regular conduct of
Sunday worship. We are also very grateful to John for building on the links with Broughton Primary
School. We wish him well as he leaves us and thank him for his ministry among us.
Much has changed since the Parishes of Upper Tweeddale became vacant in 2017. The congregation
of Stobo and Drumelzier is exploring with Eddleston with Peebles: Old the possibility of linking
with them while severing the link with our other three congregations. Meanwhile Broughton, Skirling
and Tweedsmuir are in discussion with the linked parishes of Carlops, Newlands and Kirkurd, and
St Andrew’s West Linton with a view to entering a six-way linking with them.
All this has come about for a variety of reasons, not least the serious shortage of ordained ministers
and the need to make much more use of the talents, skills and experience of elders and members in
the ongoing life of the Church. Obviously the proposed changes may make us a little uncertain and
nervous but I passionately believe that we are living in what is an exciting time for the Church both
locally and nationally. Our altered circumstances present us with the opportunity to renew or even
revise our vision of how best to be the Church in our beautiful part of the country, all the while
seeking to engage increasingly effectively with the communities we serve.
Despite the shortage of ministers our hope is that once again we shall have our own resident minister
before too long. In the meantime we hope to be able to appoint a new Locum in the course of the next
few weeks. He or she, like our next full-time minister will be here not just to serve members of the
Church but to be available to everyone in the parishes.

Phone: 01896 870 655 or 07927 344 184

In closing may I say how thrilled my wife Janet and I are to be living in Upper Tweeddale. We moved
to Broughton in November after we both retired and we are loving being part of the community.
Thank you to everyone who has made us feel so welcome.
With warmest good wishes for Easter and hopefully some lovely Spring weather,

Front cover photograph from St. Andrews Church, West Linton

Calum Macdougall.
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And a farewell

Recognition for Sister Annie Alexander

Dear Friends,
“Life is a journey” is one of the oldest truisms in the book.
Last April, we all came to a corner, moved round it and
on. That was for me a very pleasant and good thing becoming Locum Minister in Upper Tweeddale for just
short of a year. It has been a privilege and a delight to fill
that role amongst you. Leading worship in all five church
buildings. Working with excellent and committed office
bearers. Visiting the local Primary school, and meeting a
very impressive group of children. And especially being
able to visit many of you in your homes. Thank you for
all those cups of coffee or tea offered - even if I wasn’t able
to avail myself of every offer!
When I came to Upper Tweeddale it seemed to me that the task was simply to carry on the
routine of church life, and also to make home visits a priority. To remind people that the
church was still there and caring for them.
Time has moved on, and a year later we come to another corner. I had decided last November
that this would be the appropriate time to go - especially since you were on the verge of new
relationships within the Presbytery restructuring plans. I had it in mind too, that a little rest
would be a nice idea. Just very recently, however, I was approached to take on the locumship
at Peebles Old, with Eddelston, from 1st April. Again a very different job, as they work their
way through the vacancy process. Discussions are taking place around the possibility of
Stobo joining that group. So the new work may be with some well kent faces after all.
Reforestation in Zomba

What has impressed me most about Upper Tweeddale is its gift of resilience, particularly
through the leadership, and that wonderful work done by the Worship Workshop. It is a
visionary model that will come forth in the rest of the Church of Scotland for sure.
So it is “au revoir”, because I am confident our paths will cross in the future. And what a
joy that will be. But it is also “adieu’. It’s a special parting word for Christians - because we
know that we commit each other - our times and our future times - into the hands of a loving,
merciful and gracious God.
with love and blessings
John

This story starts with Beth Page
an Australian, setting up a
website to find those World War
One service personnel buried in
the UK but not acknowledged
by the Commomnwealth War
Graves Commission.
Cathy
Sedgwick another Australian
who was also researching lost
service personnel from World
War One buried in the UK
found Annie Alexander’s name
on Beth’s website and wanting
to find out more about her
sent an enquiry to the parishes’
website.
Fiona Burnett found Annie’s
Sister Annie Alexander
gravestone very easily in
Glenholm churchyard as it is marked with the cross we often decorate
at Easter. Armed with photographs of the grave, Cathy can now
apply to the Commonwealth War Graves Commission and also the
Australian War Memorial to have Annie Alexander’s name recognised.
So who was Annie Alexander?
Annie Alexander was born in Geelong, Victoria in Australia on 4
September 1885 but belonged to an old Peebleshire family. She
joined the Australian Voluntary Aid Detachment in March 1916 and
was sent to Whitehill Red Cross Hospital in Scotland. She then joined
the staff of the Royal Naval Hospital in Peebles in 1918.
Members of the VAD were hospital nursing orderlies who carried
out the necessary day to day menial tasks. They were responsible
for washing patients, cleaning bedpans, scrubbing floors, dusting,
sweeping and cleaning the bathrooms. They worked in the Red Cross
convalescent and rest homes, in canteens and on troop trains.
VAD personnel were originally barred from overseas travel by the
Australian Defence Council. Many staff joined British detachments
based in Australian hospitals employed through the Red Cross. The
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policy changed in 1916 after Great Britain requested their help. The
first VAD detachment of thirty staff left Australia in September 1916
to serve overseas.
Annie Alexander stayed with her sister at
Chapelgill in Broughton. She was listed as
a VAD Head Waitress at the Royal Naval
Hospital. She was visiting her sister when
war broke out. She worked in the Whitehill
Red Cross hospital from March 1916 until
March 1918 receiving the VAD two stripes.
She joined the Peebles Royal Naval Hospital
in April 1918 as always working extremely
long hours. She insisted on carrying on
under difficult circumstance because the
hospital was understaffed. She contracted
flu which developed into pneumonia and
died in November 1918.

Pastoral Update
Baptisms
We are delighted to welcome into the Church family of Upper
Tweeddale:
In Stobo Kirk.
January 19th 2020
Olive Mary Sheila Fawcett
Daughter of Ben and Nyree

Annie’s gravestone decorated
for Easter

Her funeral was conducted with full naval
honours and attended by every available
hospital resident. She was buried at Glenholm churchyard. She is
listed on the Broughton War Memorial for her service.
Cathy Sedgwick hopes that Sister Annie Alexander will now be listed
by the Commonwealth War Graves Commission in recognition of her
service. It is exciting to realise that the Parishes of Upper Tweeddale
will have played a part in getting Annie the recognition she deserves.
Alexis S Marr

In Broughton Church
February 9th 2020
Lucy Ann Warnock
Daughter of Alan and Emma
Funerals
We offer deepest sympathy to the families of those who have died
recently assuring them of our prayers.
Service at Borders Crematorium Melrose on Tuesday 25th February
2020
Anne Justice Smith Age 82 years from
Peebles
Long term resident of Stobo village
Died 16th February 2020

Unit 2, Lindsaylands Road
Biggar ML126EQ

Proprietor: N Curatolo

All Works Guaranteed

Domestic, Commercial &
Industrial Installations
Security Lighting & Alarms

Electric Showers
House Rewires
Portable Appliance Testing

SBSA Registered Self-Certifier
Tel: 01899 220160 Moblie: 07860 750982
Fax: 01899 220160 Email: nacelectrics@aol.com Website: www.nacelectrics.com
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A Pilgrim’s View of Palestine

A 10 day study/ pilgrimage visit to Israel-Palestine; what did I expect?
To gain an understanding of the historic and present day country
so many in the world call the Holy Land? To have my church life
enriched through experiencing the sounds and smells of places I
had heard and read about since I was a small child? Yes to both of
those but totally unexpected was the growing anger at the many
injustices both petty and major inflicted on the Palestinians under
Israeli occupation.
I swam in the Sea of Galilee, I visited the Mount of the Beatitudes,
the Garden of Gethsemane, the Church of the Holy Sepulchre,
Bethlehem and Nazereth. I walked at least part of the Via Dolorosa
and spent time at Yad Vashem the Holocaust Memorial Museum.
And all these things were amazing, truly memorable in their different
ways, I will not forget those experiences, but they are sadly not the
first things I recall from our journeying. I remember the plight of
the Bedouin, expelled from the Negev desert in the South in 1949,
encamped for many years near East Jerusalem, with no electricity,
water, sewage services and now cut off from markets vital to sheep
herders. They are in the way of the expansion of Israeli settlements
8

declared illegal many times by the United Nations.
I remember our visit to the Tent of Nations farm, the last mile on
foot as the roadway was blocked. Daid Nassar proudly telling us of
the Ottoman, British and Jordanian
papers issued to him since 1916
confirming his land ownership, which
has not stopped the Israeli Land
Administration trying to confiscate
his land, the military digging up
his fruit trees and a young settlor
coming onto his land and thrusting
a gun in his face while shouting
that the only paper that matters is
the Bible promising the land to the
settlors. Only the Tent of Nations
high international profile through
churches in Germany the Netherlands
and Scotland has kept the family on
the land -so far. The Nassar family run
Shufat Refugee Camp
workshops to try to encourage young
Palestinian Christians to remain – Christians made up over 20% of the
population of Israel/Palestine in 1949, it is now less than 3%.
I remember visiting Shufat refugee camp, established after the 1967
war within the bounds of Jerusalem. Not a camp of tents but of
narrow streets and dense housing, sometimes built so as to turn
roads into tunnels. Overcrowding that means that children have to
bedshare so that youngsters are always on the streets, ready to throw
stones at Israeli patrols, vulnerable to arrest or to being hit by rubber
bullets or the more recently introduced sponge tipped bullets, not as
gentle as they sound. Children are frequently arrested at night and
the Shufat school has had windows shot out 700 times over the last
year in retribution for stone throwing by youngsters.
I remember the youth of the Israel soldiers, men and women, 18
year olds doing their obligatory three years in the army straight from
school. They looked uncomfortable with their machine guns and
flack jackets, no wonder they end up trigger happy, viewing every
9

Holy Week Monday
April 6th to Friday 10th
‘Good Friday’

Sign at the entrance to the Tent of Nations Farm

Palestinian child as a potential terrorist. Despite best efforts of groups
like Breaking the Silence, Rabbis for Human Rights, Combatents for
Peace , and Not in my Name Palestinians and Israelis rarely if ever
meet together, the only contact through conflict. Both sides in this
divided land see themselves as the victims, neither recognises the
other’s view of them as aggressor. However the balance of power
between the two sides is hugely uneven, the powerful Israeli State
and Military against the poorly led Palestinian people.
We were asked to ‘come and see – go and tell,’ we were not asked
to be pro-Palestinian or pro-Israeli, but to tell what we saw. We were
met with welcome and hospitality by Christians, Jews and Muslims,
inhabitants of a beautiful land, where the power of God’s presence
was and is of great importance. Can we keep an open mind when
we hear of events in Israel Palestine, supporting those who are trying
to find an agreement acceptable to both sides. The concern is with
what might happen if one side decides that they have nothing left to
lose.

The theme of our Holy Week services this year is the message of Holy
Week for the church today. We will be using some of the traditional
readings for Holy Week. On Monday, at Drumelzier, we will be
focusing on justice and inclusion and how organised religion can
lose sight of what matters and thus exclude people. On Tuesday, at
Tweedsmuir, our focus will be on giving of ourselves and not judging
those we may find strange or who have different priorities to our own.
On Wednesday, at Broughton, we will look at how we can sometimes
make decisions which include or exclude ourselves. On Thursday, at
Stobo, the focus will be on sharing with and serving one another. And
on Friday, at Skirling, we will listen as Jesus speaks from the cross,
God with us in the midst of the pain of our world. And on Easter
morning we will celebrate, first at Glenholm and then at our regular
morning services. Please join us at any or all of these services.

Your community-owned shop
is now fully open

BROUGHTON VILLAGE STORE
Hours of business
Monday-Saturday 7am – 6pm
Sunday 8.30am – 2pm
01899 830465
http://broughtonvillagestore.co.uk/

Isobel Hunter
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Change Afoot in Broughton?
The church in any community is the people, not the building, but the
physical space where we mark significant events inevitably comes
to mean a lot to us. The church in Broughton is just such a place
but it is hard not to recognise that it was built for a different age. A
time when parking for cars was not a consideration, when there was
no concern for access for the elderly and disabled, when the cost
of energy for heating was much less and when the average Sunday
congregation was much greater.
The Broughton Kirk Session is considering their options for the
future, none of which would leave Broughton without weekly Sunday
worship.
There are three possibilities being actively pursued at time of writing:
• Spending money on the existing building - removing the
pews, adding insulation and an efficient heating system,
providing storage space, meeting space, and modern toilet
facilities;
• Finding and purchasing a building site nearer to the hub
of the village, and nearer to where the original village church
stood before 1800 - building a small multi-purpose worship
space, hopefully with parking space;
• Purchasing the Laurel Bank cafe which would continue to
operate as now, then building a multi-purpose worship space
to the rear and side.
There may well be other options still to be unearthed but we wanted
to share these early stage ideas with the community so that there
can be informed discussion around what the village wants from its
parish church….for it is very much the church for the parish not just
for the worshipping congregation. A short questionnaire is being
concocted, so prepare to asked for your opinions on how the church
in Broughton can contribute to the life of the village.
12

Reflection of stained glass in Stobo Kirk
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What’s happening in Upper Tweeddale in early Summer
Look out for updates on noticeboards and websites for the events below
and others, events may change because of Coronavirus.
April
Easter
Sunday 5th April Palm Sunday
Services at usual times in all four churches (see inside front cover)
Holy Week Services (More detail pages )
Monday 6thth Justice & Inclusion 7 to 7.30pm Drumelzier Church Tuesday
7th Giving not Judging 7 to 7.30pm Tweedsmuir Church Wednesday 8th
Excluding Ourselves 7 to 7.30pm Broughton Church Maundy Thursday
9th Sharing & Serving 7 to 7.30pm Stobo Church Good Friday 10th The
7 words from the Cross 7 to 7.30pm Skirling Church
Easter Sunday 12th April 8am
Early Morning Outdoor Service in Glenholm Churchyard with hidden
eggs to hunt and followed by breakfast in Glenholm cottage.
Easter services at usual times in all 4 churches: Rev Barry Cash in
Broughton and Skirling; Rev. Calum Macdougall in Tweedsmuir and
Stobo.
Bite & Blether Broughton Village Hall
1st & 15th April 10am to 12noon and every 1st and 3rd Wednesday of the
month
Bacon Roll, Traybake Tea/Coffee £2.50
All Welcome
Skirling Lunch Club Skirling Village Hall
Thursday 2nd April and every 1st Thursday of the month 12 noon to 1pm
Soup, Roll, Traybake and Tea/Coffee £2
All Welcome

May
Biggar Singers Concert –
Saturday May 2nd in St Mary’s Hall at 7.30 Works by Puccini including
The Messa di Gloria
Events marking 75th Anniversary of V.E.Day
Friday 8th May 2.55pm Tribute Broughton War Memorial
Broughton Village Hall 3.10pm Games and Children’s Display
From 6.55pm Further Events to be confirmed
Broughton Primary School Fair
Saturday 9th May from 10am
Christian Aid Week - Car Boot Sale - Skirling Green
Sunday 10th May from 2pm, Come along and raise some money for
yourself and Christian Aid - £7 a car. Plants, icecream, homebaking,
bargains and of course teas in the Village Hall.
Stobo Coffee Mornings Stobo Village Hall
Saturday 9th May and every 2nd Saturday of
the month - 10.30am to 12noon
Coffee & Cake in Stobo Village Hall £1.50
All funds raised to Peebleshire Food Bank
All Welcome
Jazz Concert
15th May Broughton Village Hall
June
Broughton Choral Society Concert
6th June 7.30pm Broughton Village Hall

New Beginnings: Music & Flower Festival
April 18th & 19th Stobo Kirk and Eddleston Kirk celebrating local churches
together.
Decorated churches, Teas and Homebaking in the Halls and a
performances from local mucisians from 11am to 4pm Saturday and 2pm
to 4pm Sunday. ( For further details see page )

Sunday June 14th Sundae Sunday.
A joint family service in Tweedsmuir Village Hall at 11am. Come and
enjoy Taylors Ice-cream and a choice of all the toppings you can imagine.
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A Collage introducing the Congregations of
Carlops, Kirkurd & Newlands & St Andrew’s
West Linton
Carlops Parish Church
Carlops is primarily
a church of people,
not a building. We
enjoy the benefits of
being a small, closeknit congregation.
We are inclusive
and
affirming,
welcoming everyone
regardless of age,
colour, culture, faith,
gender, orientation or any other distinction used to divide humankind.
We pride ourselves on being friendly: when you visit, people will
greet you, talk to you and listen to you.
Worship in Carlops is broadly traditional in pattern, lively and
enquiring in content. It is sometimes innovative, always thoughtprovoking and enjoyable; laughter is common. We have an excellent
organ, an able, enthusiastic organist and a congregation that enjoys
singing! Five Carlops people lead worship regularly throughout our
linkage and we enjoy the variety this affords and look forward to
sharing and developing this with new friends from Upper Tweeddale.
We give high priority to outreach and try to be as effectively active
throughout the community from Monday to Saturday, as in the
church on Sunday. We aim to enhance the quality of life by offering
cultural, social and spiritual activities in which all may participate, and
by providing comfort and practical help wherever required. We host
activities that attract people across our community, whatever their
interests and beliefs. Events include talks, concerts and discussions;
our regular lunches and coffee mornings are a popular feature of the
Carlops calendar. We have enjoyed success leading community16

wide projects: some serving Carlops directly, others supporting
international charities, all enabling friends and neighbours to work
together.
We enjoy working with our linkage colleagues: celebrating joint
services, sharing worship delivery, supporting Christian Aid, and
collaborating on community service activities. That said, each
church in our linkage has its own character, style and interests. It
is a strength of the linkage that every church can pursue individual
projects, while working together on others. Cherish togetherness,
cherish individuality.
We look forward to getting to know new colleagues-soon-to-befriends and to working alongside you to serve all our people.

St Andrew’s West Linton Parish Church
There has been a worshipping community in West Linton for over
800 years where today the congregation continues to worship and
witness to our local parish. On a Sunday there will be between 40 and
70 members and visitors
gathered for worship, with
three of our members
having recently completed
training as worship leaders.
A small group from
Garvald, a residential and
day care centre for adults
with learning disabilities,
regularly worship with us.
We
have
a
busy
congregational life which
includes a group that meets
monthly to pray together and last Autumn we restarted a weekly
study group. Currently we are holding a series for Lent with our
linkage partners and St Mungo’s Episcopal Church.
Other activities during the week include a popular and lively Boys
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Brigade Company; Baby Brunch where church members make the
tea and scones and play with the children which enables parents,
carers, and grandparents to relax and chat; Guid Blethers is where
older folk gather for conversation and a speaker or entertainment;
and Cosy Café, which meets fortnightly to give an opportunity to
gather in an informal way for a chat and a cuppa. We also provide
chaplaincy to the local primary school along with the rector of St
Mungo’s.
Beyond the parish, members of our congregation and St Mungo’s are
involved with the Bethany Care Van either directly ‘on the front line’
or by providing the soup, there is strong support for Christian Aid,
while in December the West Linton Sleep out raised over £6,000 for
people who are homeless.
There are Teams working across the three congregations in such areas
as Communication, Children & Families, and Pastoral Care, while all
the Worship Leaders (nine in number) meet regularly to plan, support
one another and explore aspects of worship.
Our church building is of historic interest and is open for visitors
every day.

Kirkurd and Newlands Parish Church
Kirkurd
and
Newlands
Parish
Church is a warm and welcoming
congregation. All people regardless
of belief or membership of the church
are welcome. We offer to be a place
where people of all ages may gather to
worship and explore the significance of
the life and teaching of Christ.
Sunday Morning Worship is at 10.00
am and we hold Special Services at Christmas, Holy Week, Easter,
Harvest, and All-Age services on special occasions. This year, for
example, we held an outdoor Celtic Service in the grounds of the
remains of the old church followed by a picnic indoors. We have
18

both formal and informal Communion throughout the year. There
is always tea and coffee and plenty of chat after worship and we are
also involved in the linkage wide prayer group.
A
significant
feature
of
our
congregational life is our relationship
with
Castle
Craig
Hospital
(a
rehabilitation centre for people with
alcohol and drug addictions). Every
week we welcome up to 15 people
from home and abroad who have
commented on how supportive this is
in their progress to health. They enjoy
chat, ask for prayer, and are given a
New Testament when they are returning
home. Such hospitality lies at the heart
of our life. They are regular contributors
to our Prayer Box.
We participate in leading Messy Church with our partners alongside
St Mungo’s Episcopal Church.
Our annual Harvest Supper, which is open to all, is popular in the
wider community where we share an informal community meal. The
church building is used by both church and non-church organisations,
it is also used occasionally for talks and flower and art festivals.
Two church members run the Open Gate Project, a counselling service
on Friday afternoons with support from the Church of Scotland Go
For It fund, while we support Christian Aid and various other charities.
The Guild continues to meet regularly to inspire people across our
linkage while also organising a local Mother and Toddler Group.
The congregation strives to support one another especially at times
of particular need. There is a strong emphasis of remembering those
within the wider world who suffer as a result of poverty and other
injustices. We look forward to being part of and working with our
new partners.
Rennie McElroy, Colin Herd, & Ilka Roehe
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The Reverend Gilmour Neill
In September 1927 the Reverend Norman
Kesting moved from Drumelzier to a
church in Dunbarton after ten years in this
parish. Presbytery summoned a Special
Commission to try to persuade Drumelzier
to join up with a neighbouring parish. This
idea was fiercely resisted and on a show of
hands all voted for the status quo; none
voted against!
The Reverend Gilmour Neill was appointed
and he took his first service in May 1928.
He was born in County Donegal in 1882
and served in Northern Ireland before the
War. In 1913 he moved to Portsmouth and at the outbreak of war
joined the Army Chaplains Department, serving in France for the
next four years. In May 1918 he was wounded at St Quentin.
After he left the army he was accepted by the Church of Scotland in
1921 and served in Moffat for five years until he resigned due to ill
health. In May 1928 he took his first service in Drumelzier and moved
into the Manse with his wife. The Communicants Roll at the time was
101 of whom 95 took communion at least once.
Sadly his health deteriorated, probably due to his war service, and
he died in office in 1935 and was buried just inside the churchyard
on the right with a simple cross. The bees that swarmed on his cross
were descendants of those that would have been in the roof of the
Manse in his time.

Tweedsmuir News Spring 2020
Cake in church on the first Sunday of lent??? The congregation
surprised Tony Hope on 1st March with cake, flowers and chocolate
after he retired from his daily duties of opening and closing the doors
of Tweedsmuir Kirk, having taken over the responsibility when Bert
Porter moved away in 2015.
It has been important that the doors
were open to Tweedsmuir War memorial during the WW1 centenary
celebrations and The visitors book is testament to grateful relations
and visitors from all over the world. Tony has been the quiet, leading
force behind improvements to the Kirk and graveyard. He organised
the repair and tidy up of our, historically important, covenanter John
Hunter’s grave, grass cutting, daffodil planting and updating the Kirk
sign. Over the years, Tony has mastered the heating override switch
on our extremely small and very temperamental timer – always on
the coldest of mornings and kept an eye out for the church mice
who, devastatingly, have a taste for our bell pull. Tony is our local
historian, having built his own web site and I recommend a visit
to www.ajbhope.net/tweedsmuir we have extracts of this research
in booklet form for visitors
to the Kirk. Adding to
our history corner, The
Kirk received an edit from
a book or remembrance
from Catherine Muirhead
of Moffat Museum relating
to Tweedsmuir soldiers
who fought in world war
one and two.

I was recently sent a small book of his sermons called Rural
Theophanies, printed in Peebles in 1933. His message was that we
see God’s creation all around us – in the hills, woods and rivers, and
in the animals, birds, butterflies and flowers which we all enjoy. I
think he would have been rather chuffed to know that his gravestone
was being used and appreciated by “his” bees.

Tony and sidekick son, Alisdair, have provided a valuable service to
the community for years, we send best wishes to Tony and his family
and promise there will always be a coffee and biscuit after the service
– even in lent! And on that subject - here’s an open invitation to
come and see how much chocolate we have at Easter….. service
10am 12th April

Julian Birchall

Christine Parker
20

21

What is a Collect?
Nearly every Sunday in each of our four churches in Upper Tweeddale
we say together a prayer called a Collect (the stress is on the first
syllable) which is printed in the order of service. The collect is an
ancient prayer which has a fairly fixed form, in the same way as a
limerick. The prayer that follows is known as The Collect for Purity
and is first recorded in Latin in the 10th Century and is still used in
almost every Anglican Mass to this day.
Almighty God,
to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom
no secrets are hidden;
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your
Holy Spirit,
so that we may truly love you
and worthily praise your holy name;
through our Saviour, Jesus Christ. Amen.
With some allowance for flexibility, the prayer follows the pattern:
• An address to God
• A relative clause indicating the activity or attribute of God, on the
basis of which we approach him
• The petition
• The purpose of the petition
• Conclusion, with praise and a request to Christ to mediate on our
behalf
We might write a prayer in the form of a Collect in the face of our
current concerns over the impact of Coronavirus
Healing God,
Who holds the whole world and the smallest sparrow in his care
Give us awareness and co-operation as we deal with Coronavirus
That we might be resilient ourselves, and supportive of any who
get sick in our communities, praising you through our service to
others,
Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen
Isobel Hunter
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New Beginnings

Music and Flower Festival
Stobo Kirk and Eddleston Church
Saturday 18th April, 11 am to 1 pm & 2 pm to 4 pm
Sunday 19th April, 2 pm - 4 pm
(sessions to run concurrently in both churches)

Performances by local musicians and choirs
Teas and Home baking will be available during
performance times
Entry by donation in support of ...
MIND THE MUSIC!
Music for mental well-being project by
Nomad Beat Community Music School (SC042031)
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“Music” by Anne Porter
Of this mysterious sorrow
For centuries on centuries
We have been wandering
But we were made for Paradise
As deer for the forest
And when music comes to us
With its heavenly beauty
It brings us desolation
For when we hear it
We half remember
That lost native country
We dimly remember the fields
Their fragrant windswept clover
The birdsongs in the orchards
The wild white violets in the moss
By the transparent streams
And shining at the heart of it
Is the longed-for beauty
Of the One waits for us
Who will always wait for us
In those radiant meadows
Yet also came to live with us
And wanders where we wander.

When I was a child
I once sat sobbing on the floor
Beside my mother’s piano
As she played and sang
For there was in her singing
A shy yet solemn glory
My smallness could not hold
And when I was asked
Why I was crying
I had no words for it
I only shook my head
And went on crying
Why is it that music
At its most beautiful
Opens a wound in us
An ache a desolation
Deep as a homesickness
For some far-off
And half-forgotten country
I’ve never understood
Why is this so
But there’s an ancient legend
From the other side of the world
That gives away the secret

J. B. HAMILTON & SON
Butcher • Polterer

17 High Street, Biggar. Telephone: 220013
Award Winning Steak Pies & Haggis
Specialists in Steak Pies, Mince, Pies & Sausage Rolls.
All own baking
Home-made Sausages & Burgers
Finest Quality Beef, Lamb & Pork

DAVID CAMPBELL
Your Local Handyman

Available for most home maintenance and DIY jobs, small
construction projects, hedge trimming, servicing of petrol
strimmers and lawn mowers and 'hire of a man with a van'
01899 830317/ 07531109530

Scott Vehicle Repairs
Service • Repairs • MOT Testing • Tyres & Exhausts
Calor Gas, Coal & Car Wash
The Garage, Broughton
Telephone: 01899 830 240
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Interior & Exterior Painting & Decorating

Spray Painting

Wallpaper Hanging

T: 07709323125

Fully Insured

E: info@patdecor.co.uk
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Gifting

PARISHES OF UPPER TWEEDDALE

In the last months several charities have benefited from the generosity
of the people of Upper Tweeddale.

Secretary to the General Kirk Session

Our various services over Christmas raised £1,663, half of which
went to the Church’s Social Care Arm, CrossReach, and half towards
funding a midwifery position in Malawi.

Treasurer of the funds held jointly:

Several hundred pounds worth of vouchers were gifted to Young
Carers in the Scottish Borders and Christmas gifts and food and
toiletries were delivered to Edinburgh The Old Kirk and Muirhouse.

Rev Calum Macdougall, The Manse, 7 Clement Gunn Square, Peebles EH45 8LW
Tel: 01721 720568
Email: MMacdougall@churchofscotland.org.uk

Mrs. Isobel Hunter, Skirling House, Skirling ML126HD
Tel:01899 860274
Email: isobel@skirlinghouse.com
Mr. John Burnett, Glenholm Cottage, Broughton, ML126JF
Tel:01899 830303
Email: john@glenholm.co.uk

Interim Moderator:

Our Haggis Lunch and service celebrating Rabbie Burns raised £360
which was split between the Peebleshire and Clydesdale Food Banks.

Session Clerk:

The World Day of Prayer Service held in March raised £112 for
Womens Projects in Zimbabwe.

Treasurer:

Broughton, Glenholm and Kilbucho

Mrs Pat Middlemas, Ninth Acre Broughton, ML12 6HQ
Tel: 01899 830366
Mr Peter Worthington, Calzeat House, Broughton ML12 6HQ
Tel: 01899 830489 Email: Peter.worthington@me.com

Session Clerk:

Skirling

Mrs. Isobel Hunter, Skirling House, Skirling ML126HD
Tel:01899 860274
Email: isobel@skirlinghouse.com

Treasurer:

Mr Peter Worthington, Calzeat House, Broughton ML12 6HQ
Tel: 01899 830489 Email: Peter.worthington@me.com

Session Clerk:

Home to Whitmuir Restaurant, Organic Farm Shop,
Dancing Light Art Gallery, Daisy Frame Picture Framing,
Quercus Plant Nursery, Gladstone Bag Antiques, Fairy Walk and so
much more. Something for everyone. Open 7 days a week.
We look forward to welcoming you…
www.whitmuirtheorganicplace.co.uk
www.gladstonebag.shop

www.dancinglightgallery.co.uk
www.quercusgardenplants.co.uk
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Stobo and Drumelzier

Mrs Jane Gillham, 8 Gallow Hill, Peebles EH45 9BG
Tel:01721 720910 Email: Jane_gillham@hotmail.com

Treasurer:

Mr. Andrew Campbell,Glebe House, Stobo Peebles EH458NU
Tel:01721 760252 Email: fandac@btinternet.com

Treasurer and Contact:

Tweedsmuir

Mrs Marion Wood, Bamflatt, Kilbucho, Biggar, ML12 6JH
Tel:01899 220173 Email: kingledores@btconnect.com
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Half Day and
Evening Visits

From £45
per person

Perfect for those who are short of time! Choose from:
• An Evening Escape, from 5.30pm to 9.30pm, including unlimited use of
the spa facilities and entry into the Japanese Water Gardens. Refreshments
are available to purchase from the Coffee Shop and Cocktail Lounge.
From £45pp
• A “Morning Chill-Out”, from 9.30am until 1.30pm, including unlimited
use of the spa facilities, optional fitness and aqua classes, guided country
walks and a delicious three course lunch.
From £69pp
• A “Lazy Afternoon”, from 2.00pm until 6.00pm, including unlimited
use of the spa facilities, optional fitness and aqua classes, guided country
walks and a light afternoon tea.
From £69pp
Weekend supplement applies
Stobo Castle Health Spa, Stobo, Peeblesshire EH45 8NY
Tel: 01721 725300 reservations@stobocastle.co.uk

www.stobocastle.co.uk

