
Your will be done on earth O Lord 

CALL: Isaiah 55:2 Why do you spend your money for that which is not bread, 

and your labor for that which does not satisfy? Listen carefully to me, and eat 

what is good, and delight yourselves in rich food. 

Leader In the beginning, before time, before people 
  Before the world began, God was 
All  God was 
 

Leader Here and now, among us, beside us 
  Enlisting the people of God for the purposes of heaven 
All  God is 
 

Leader In the future when we have turned to dust 
  And all that we know has found its fulfilment 
All  God will be 
 

Leader Not denying the world but delighting in it 
  Not condemning the world but redeeming it 
  Through Jesus Christ, by the power of the Holy Spirit 
All  God was, God is, God will be 
 
Psalm 145:8-9, 14-21 

145:8 The LORD is gracious and merciful, slow to anger and abounding in 

steadfast love. 

145:9 The LORD is good to all, and his compassion is over all that he has made. 

145:14 The LORD upholds all who are falling, and raises up all who are bowed 

down. 

145:15 The eyes of all look to you, and you give them their food in due season. 

145:16 You open your hand, satisfying the desire of every living thing. 

145:17 The LORD is just in all his ways, and kind in all his doings. 

145:18 The LORD is near to all who call on him, to all who call on him in truth. 

145:19 He fulfills the desire of all who fear him; he also hears their cry, and 

saves them. 

145:20 The LORD watches over all who love him, but all the wicked he will 

destroy. 

145:21 My mouth will speak the praise of the LORD, and all flesh will bless his 

holy name forever and ever. 

  



Leader Let us pray 
  In you, gracious God, the widowed find a carer 
  The orphaned find a parent, the fearful find a friend 
  In you, the wounded find a healer, the penitent a pardoner 
  The burdened find a counsellor 
  In you the miserly find a beggar 
  The despondent find a laughter maker 
  The legalists find a rule breaker. 
  In you, Jesus Christ, we meet our maker and our match. 
  And if some need to say “Help me” 
  And if some need to say “Save me” 
  And if some need to say “Hold me” 
  And if some need to say “Forgive me” 
  Then let these be said now in confidence by us. 
  Silence 
  O Christ in whose heart is both welcome and warning 
  Say to us, do to us, reveal within us 
  The things that will make us whole. 
  And we will wait. And we will praise you 
  Let us say together “Our Father……” 
 

Matthew 14:13-21 

Now when Jesus heard this, he withdrew from there in a boat to a deserted 

place by himself. But when the crowds heard it, they followed him on foot from 

the towns. When he went ashore, he saw a great crowd; and he had compassion 

for them and cured their sick. When it was evening, the disciples came to him 

and said, "This is a deserted place, and the hour is now late; send the crowds 

away so that they may go into the villages and buy food for themselves."  Jesus 

said to them, "They need not go away; you give them something to eat." They 

replied, "We have nothing here but five loaves and two fish."  And he said, 

"Bring them here to me." Then he ordered the crowds to sit down on the grass. 

Taking the five loaves and the two fish, he looked up to heaven, and blessed and 

broke the loaves, and gave them to the disciples, and the disciples gave them to 

the crowds. And all ate and were filled; and they took up what was left over of 

the broken pieces, twelve baskets full. And those who ate were about five 

thousand men, besides women and children. 



Such a familiar reading, one we have probably all heard many times. 

A very well known miracle. But what was the miracle here? – Jesus 

magically multiplied five loaves and two fishes into enough food to 

feed everyone, which was my first understanding of this reading. Or 

is it a story of the miracle of people sharing what they have so that 

when they do there is enough for everyone? I vividly remember the 

first time I heard that understanding of the reading. I was at an 

ecumenical gathering in Corrymeela in Northern Ireland and the 

speaker was a Roman Catholic priest who worked with extremely 

poor communities in the Philippines. He spoke about reading that 

passage to a group of people who had never heard it and they 

immediately understood it as a miracle of sharing. I guess because, 

for poor people who were working to provide sugar for the rich 

world, the idea of sharing food so that everyone had enough was far 

more of a miracle than any kind of magic trick. Perhaps the idea of 

the story being about sharing seems too “ordinary”. Surely it 

shouldn’t be miraculous that people share food? Surely that should 

be such an “ordinary” thing that it wouldn’t seem miraculous, but 

sadly that is not the case. 

We live now in a world where many people do not have enough to eat, 

even though there are enough resources in the world to feed 

everyone. Even in the UK over 1000 children a year are admitted to 

hospital with malnutrition – this more than doubled over the past 6 

months! I find this absolutely staggering and that is without even 

beginning to look at the global picture. 

The past few months have been for me a time filled with “ordinary” 

miracles. In Biggar people who were furloughed or who had lost their 

jobs volunteered to deliver shopping and prescriptions, to deliver hot 

meals to people who were struggling to eat properly, including a 

family who weren’t able to provide enough food for their children (it 



isn’t just in our cities that there is acute poverty). Clydesdale 

foodbank had many more requests for help – and many more 

donations. Volunteers ran a listening ear helpline to offer a friendly 

chat to people who were lonely and isolated – however we might need 

to remember that many of these people were lonely and isolated 

before COVID arrived. People who had enough didn’t just sit at home 

and watch Netflix; they came out and said “what can we do to help?”  

In the past few months we have recognised the heroes of our 

society – the care workers who are paid less than those who stack 

supermarket shelves, the NHS workers, the bin men, the people who 

delivered our post and our parcels, the shopworkers. The pub that 

provided the hot meals at an incredibly low cost.  

My hope now is that these ordinary miracles continue and change our 

society and our world. I hope for the miracle of properly funded and 

well-staffed care homes. I hope for the miracle that we might truly 

share the resources of the earth for the benefit of all rather than 

to satisfy the greed of the few. I hope for the miracle that we have 

learned that we don’t need to drive so much or fly so far and in 

learning that we might begin the small steps needed to care for our 

planet – the beautiful planet God gave us – rather than polluting it to 

destruction. I hope for the miracle that no one living alone in our 

society will still feel lonely and isolated. I hope for the miracle that 

the richer among us will willingly pay higher taxes to support good 

quality services for those who need them. I hope for the miracle 

that those who have volunteered in their communities for the first 

time, will continue to do so. I hope for the miracle we will continue to 

recognise the real heroes in our society and value their work in their 

pay packets as well as by clapping on the doorstep. I hope for the 

miracle that we may have discovered that we don’t need to consume 

and consume and consume. I hope for the miracle that we may decide 



not to buy things produced in sweat shops in India, in China and even 

in Leicester. I hope for many “ordinary” miracles and I hope that 

they become our ordinary way of life. It could happen, but it would 

need every one of us to live all of our lives from the values of the 

gospels – that’s all. We could do it if we chose to. 

Prayers 
Leader Let us pray for the breaking in of God’s kingdom in our world 

today. 
 Lord God, because Jesus has taught us to trust you in all things we 

hold to his word and share his plea 
All Your kingdom come, your will be done 
Leader Where nations budget for war 
 While Christ says “Put up your sword” 
All Your kingdom come, your will be done 
Leader Where countries waste food and covet fashion 
 While Christ says “I was hungry, I was thirsty” 
All Your kingdom come, your will be done 
Leader Where powerful governments claim their policies are heaven-

blessed 
 While scripture states that God helps the powerless 
All Your kingdom come, your will be done 
Leader Where Christians seek the kingdom in the shape of their own 

Church 
 As if Christ had come to build and not to break barriers 
All Your kingdom come, your will be done 
Leader Where women who speak up for their dignity 
 Are treated with scorn or contempt 
All Your kingdom come, your will be done 
Leader Where men try hard to be tough because they’re afraid to be 

tender 
All Your kingdom come, your will be done 
Leader Where we, obsessed with being adult, forget to become like 

children 
All Your kingdom come, your will be done 
Leader Where our prayers falter, our faith weakens, our light goes dim 
All Your kingdom come, your will be done 
Leader Where Jesus Christ calls us 
All Your kingdom come, your will be done 



Leader Lord God, you have declared your Kingdom is among us 
 Open our ears to hear it, our hands to serve it, our hearts to hold 

it, 
 This we pray in Jesus’ name 
All Amen 
 

Your will be done on earth O Lord 

Leader For all that God can do within us 
 For all that God can do without us 
All Thanks be to God 
Leader For all in who Christ lived before us 
 For all in whom Christ lives beside us 
All Thanks be to God 
Leader For all the Spirit wants to bring us 
 For where the Spirit wants to send us 
All Thanks be to God 
Leader Listen! God has promised to be with us in the world, as in our 

worship 
All Amen. We go to serve him. 
 


